Scintigraphic demonstration of ventriculo atrial conduction in the ventricular pacemaker syndrome.
A patient with the sick-sinus syndrome was evaluated because of symptomatic deterioration after insertion of a ventricular demand pacemaker. Clinical features of the ventricular pacemaker syndrome were recognized and confirmed by electrophysiological and hemodynamic studies. Phase analysis--a new technique for detecting patterns of cardiac emptying from gated cardiac blood-pool scintigrams--demonstrated a pattern consistent with 1:1 ventriculo-atrial conduction. Phase analysis of the gated cardiac blood-pool scintigram may be useful in the assessment of patients with ventricular demand pacemakers who complain of fatigue and effort intolerance.